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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Karen	Reynolds	–	President;	Marcus	Granado	–	Vice	President;	Bill	Miland	–	Treasurer;	Diane	Collins	–	
Secretary;	Chuck	Koehler	–	Director,	Fish	Enhancement;	Ross	Richards	–	Director,	Water	&	Boat	Safety;	Ellen	
Anderson	–	Director,	Water	Quality	
	
UPCOMING	EVENTS	(see	details	below):	
Friday,	July	3	–	Sailboat/paddleboard/canoe/kayak	regatta	2:00	PM	(weather	permitting)		
Saturday,	July	4	–	Annual	Meeting	at	9:30	AM	via	Zoom	
Saturday,	July	4	–	Annual	Boat	Parade	at	5:30	PM	
Saturday,	July	18	–	Fifth	Annual	Gilbert	Lake	Open	Golf	Outing	at	10	AM	–	[location	TBD]	
Saturday,	August	10	–	Annual	Picnic	at	6:00	PM	(tentative)	
Saturday,	December	7	–	Christmas	Party	at	5:00	PM	
	
ANNUAL	MEETING	AND	PAYMENT	OF	ANNUAL	DUES:	
The	Annual	Meeting	of	the	Gilbert	Lake	Advancement	Association,	Inc.	will	be	held	via	Zoom,	an	online	video-	
and	tele-conferencing	platform.		The	meeting	will	start	at	9:30	AM	on	Saturday	July	4,	2020,	and	you	can	join	
the	meeting	any	time	after	9:15	AM.		The	agenda	will	be	posted	at	W5724	S	Gilbert	Lake	Road	10	days	prior	
to	the	meeting	and	will	be	sent	by	email	to	all	Members	and	Friends.	
	
An	invitation	and	passcode	to	the	Zoom	meeting	will	be	sent	with	the	agenda	about	10	days	before	the	
meeting.	You	will	be	able	to	join	via	a	computer,	smartphone,	or	tablet	using	the	Zoom	app,	or	you	can	call	
into	the	meeting	on	your	phone.	The	phone	number	is	not	toll-free,	so	we	recommend	using	a	smartphone.	
To	join	on	your	computer,	smartphone	or	tablet,	it	will	save	time	if	you	download	the	Zoom	app	prior	to	the	
start	of	the	meeting.	
	
We	will	also	publish	a	back-up	conference	number	with	the	agenda	in	case	the	Zoom	system	or	power	goes	
down,	or	the	internet	fails.	You	can	test	your	Zoom	connection	anytime	the	week	of	the	meeting,	although	you	
will	get	a	message	that	the	meeting	hasn’t	started.	If	you	have	questions	or	problems,	you	can	call	Ross	
Richards	at	847-772-7559.	
	
So	that	everyone	can	hear	the	speakers,	we	will	mute	the	microphones	for	the	other	participants,	but	we	will	
unmute	everyone	when	we	take	a	vote,	and	for	nominations	of	officers.		We	will	not	video	broadcast	all	
participants,	just	the	speakers.		The	agenda	will	be	sent	by	email	to	all	Members	and	Friends	prior	to	the	
meeting,	and	comments	and	questions	can	be	sent	to	Karen	Reynolds	or	Diane	Collins	before	the	meeting.	
Comments	and	questions	that	come	up	during	the	meeting	can	be	sent	by	email	to	John	Collins	at	
johnc715@yahoo.com	or	by	text	to	John	at	847-867-0032,	and	John	will	relay	the	question	to	the	appropriate	
speaker.	If	you	have	a	question	following	the	meeting,	please	send	an	email	to	Karen	Reynolds	or	Diane	
Collins.	
	
We	appreciate	your	patience	and	participation	with	this	new	type	of	Annual	Meeting	that	we	hope	we	won’t	
need	again	anytime	soon!	
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Member	dues	of	$50	made	payable	to	GLAAI	can	be	mailed	to	Bill	Miland,	Treasurer,	at	3001	N.	McDonald	
Street,	Appleton	WI	54911,	or	dropped	off	on	the	porch	table	at	the	home	of	Karen	Reynolds,	W5724	S	
Gilbert	Lake	Road.		A	dues	form	is	included	at	the	end	of	this	newsletter.	Alternatively,	dues	can	be	paid	via	
credit	card	or	your	PayPal	account	on	our	website:	https://gilbertlakewis.org/dues-and-donations/.	
	
Friends	of	Gilbert	Lake	may	want	to	wait	until	after	the	Annual	Meeting	to	make	their	annual	payment.	With	
the	increase	in	dues	from	$25	to	$50,	the	Board	will	propose	an	amendment	to	the	Bylaws	that	will	allow	the	
Board	to	set	the	amount	of	the	Friends	of	Gilbert	Lake	payments.		The	Bylaws	currently	state	that	Friends	
payments	must	be	the	same	as	member	dues.	That	amendment	must	be	voted	on	by	the	membership	at	the	
Annual	Meeting.		Please	see	the	information	below	about	the	proposed	Bylaws	amendments.	
	
	

REPORT	FROM	THE	PRESIDENT	-	KAREN	REYNOLDS	
	
COVID-19	UPDATE:	
We	hope	that	you,	your	family	members,	and	your	friends	are	healthy	and	safe.	Fortunately,	Waushara	
County	and	Waupaca	County	continue	to	have	a	relatively	low	number	of	COVID-19	cases,	but	caution	is	still	
advised.	The	Waushara	County	Health	Department	communicated	the	following	on	May	22:		
	

As we begin to open our businesses and communities, we remind our residents and visitors that 
even though the State’s orders have been lifted, COVID-19 has not gone away. The efforts you 
take in the coming months will determine how well the virus continues to be contained. The 
Waushara County Health Department has issued the following safety recommendations for 
reopening our communities:  
	

	
	
General Guidance for Everyone:  
1. Maintain 6 feet of physical distance from others.  
2. Wash hands regularly. Use hand sanitizer when handwashing isn’t available.  
3. Sanitize frequently touched surfaces.  
4. Wear a facemask when going into public spaces.  
5. Do not go out in public if you are sick and contact your healthcare provider for testing.  

	
HIGH	WATER	LEVEL	UPDATES:	
The	water	level	went	down	slightly	over	the	winter	months,	but	it	has	risen	since	March,	2020.	As	of	June	3,	
the	level	from	the	top	of	the	DNR-installed	monitoring	well	to	the	water	was	1.9	feet,	which	is	7	inches	higher	
than	the	reading	on	June	5,	2019.	The	reading	of	1.9	feet	is	higher	than	the	all-time	high	reading	of	2.0	feet	
taken	on	July	20,	2019.	Readings	are	being	taken	at	least	twice	each	month,	and	the	most	current	detailed	
information	is	posted	to	the	website	at	https://gilbertlakewis.org/detailed-water-level-data/	
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The	culvert	that	was	installed	in	December,	2019,	lowered	the	water	level	in	the	lake.	When	it	was	installed,	
water	immediately	began	flowing	from	the	lake	into	the	wetlands	to	the	east.	We	can’t	be	sure	exactly	how	
much	of	an	impact	this	had,	but	we	do	know	that	it	helped.	The	water	level	in	the	wetlands,	colloquially	
known	as	“Little	Gilbert,”	was	previously	several	inches	lower	than	the	lake	level,	and	with	water	running	
across	the	road	after	a	recent	rainstorm,	they	are	at	the	same	level.	
	
The	temporary	emergency	no-wake	restriction	adopted	by	the	Town	of	Springwater	Board	in	May,	
2019,	is	still	in	effect.	The	Town	Board	members	do	not	want	to	adopt	a	permanent	restriction	at	this	time	
at	a	particular	monitoring	well	level	because	of	the	challenges	that	would	be	presented	as	the	water	
approaches	that	level.	They	don’t	want	it	to	be	the	case	that	the	restriction	is	not	in	effect	one	day	and	then	is	
in	effect	the	next	due	to	a	heavy	rain	storm,	and	then	removed	again	a	few	days	later	if	the	water	level	is	
lower.	Rather,	they	prefer	to	continue	monitoring	the	situation	on	the	lakes	in	the	Town	and	confer	with	the	
lake	Association	boards.	At	this	time,	our	Board	has	recommended	that	the	restriction	be	maintained,	with	
the	understanding	that	the	ultimate	decision	is	up	to	the	Town	Board	members.	
	
AMENDMENTS	TO	BYLAWS:	
This	past	year,	we	applied	for	and	received	two	DNR	grants,	a	Healthy	Lakes	grant	and	a	Small-Scale	Lake	
Planning	grant	that	will	provide	funds	for	two	studies	we	need	in	order	to	update	our	Lake	Management	Plan.	
Having	an	updated	Lake	Management	Plan	is	in	turn	required	in	order	to	continue	to	receive	DNR	grants	in	
the	future.		
	
In	the	process	of	applying	for	the	grants,	we	learned	that	our	Bylaws	need	to	be	amended	in	order	to	
continue	to	be	grant-eligible	because	of	certain	voting	provisions	that	are	required	to	be	a	“Qualified	Lake	
Organization”	that	is	eligible	for	grant	funding.	A	previous	amendment	made	to	our	Bylaws	inadvertently	
changed	the	voting	eligibility	of	a	few	members	in	a	way	that	disenfranchised	them.	In	addition,	the	Meetings	
section	of	the	Bylaws	was	inconsistent	with	the	Voting	section.	Therefore,	the	Board	recommends	that	the	
Bylaws	be	amended	as	shown	below.	If	we	do	not	approve	the	amendment	to	Article	III	Section	2,	we	
will	no	longer	be	eligible	to	receive	DNR	grants	after	2021.	
	
In	addition,	the	Board	recommends	that	the	Bylaws	be	amended	to	include	a	new	Article	III.	Section	5	in	
order	to	allow	a	member	to	designate	one	person	other	than	the	member	to	exercise	that	member’s	voting,	
officer,	and	director	rights.	This	is	becoming	important	as	more	properties	are	being	placed	in	trust	or	in	
LLCs,	and	it	will	also	provide	for	good	succession	planning	so	that	a	member	may,	for	example,	designate	a	
son	or	daughter	to	exercise	that	member’s	rights.	This	provision	will	NOT	increase	the	number	of	votes	of	
any	member.	
	
The	current	language	is	shown	for	the	sections	being	revised,	with	wording	to	be	deleted	shown	with	a	
strike-through	notation	and	new	wording	to	be	added	shown	in	red	and	underlined.	We	will	vote	on	these	
proposed	amendments	at	the	Annual	Meeting.	
	
Proposed	Bylaws	Amendment:	
	

GILBERT LAKE ADVANCEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 
BYLAWS 

Revised July 2, 2011 July 4, 2020 
 

ARTICLE I 
ADOPTION 

Section 1.  Authority:  These bylaws were adopted by the Board of Directors of the Corporation pursuant to 
authority evidenced in the corporation’s State of Wisconsin Articles of Incorporation, and pursuant to 
Chapter 181.13, Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
Section 2.  Date of adoption:  These bylaws were adopted by action of the Board of Directors effective the 
10th day of July, 1992 and are effective from date of incorporation, namely July 10, 1992.  The previous last 
amendments to the bylaws were July 2, 2011 June 30, 2008. 
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ARTICLE II 
PURPOSE 

Section 1.  The purpose of the Association includes any lawful purpose relating to the protection, 
rehabilitation, enhancement and general welfare of Gilbert Lake and the surrounding property affecting the 
lake or affected by the lake, but not for making profit nor for distributing profits to members. 
 

ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1.  Eligibility:  Pursuant to Chapter 181.11, Wisconsin Statutes, as amended, and pursuant to Article 
V of the Articles of Incorporation of the Corporation, this Association shall have members who consist of 
owners of property located on or within one (1) mile, or who reside for at least one month on or within one 
(1) mile of Gilbert Lake and who pay the annual dues set by the Board of Directors.  Memberships are not 
transferable.  
 
Section 2.  Voting:  The owner(s) of property and members who reside for at least one month on or within 
one (1) mile of Gilbert Lake as indicated in Article III. Section 1. above shall be entitled to two (2) 
membership votes.  The owner(s) of multiple properties shall only be entitled to two (2) membership votes.  
A member must be present at the meeting at the time the vote is called in order to vote. No member may 
vote by proxy or absentee ballots. All votes shall be counted by a voice vote or show of hands unless 
otherwise specified by the Board of Directors. 
 
Section 3.  Friends:  The Association shall include those called Friends of Gilbert Lake.  These Friends of 
Gilbert Lake, by donating equivalent of dues at the current rate an annual amount set by the Board of 
Directors, will be entitled to receive the same mailings and other communications as Association members, 
but are not entitled to vote on Association matters. 
 
Section 4.  Removal:  Members may be removed from membership upon two-thirds vote of the members at 
a meeting of the Association in accordance with 181.12(2) Wis. Stats. 
 
Section 5. Designated Representative:  If the owner(s)/member(s) under Section 1. is either (i) an entity 
such as a trust, corporation, limited liability company or partnership; or, is/are (ii) one or more individual 
persons, then such owner(s)/member(s) may designate one "Person" other than the owner(s)/member(s), 
as the owner(s)/member(s) Representative, in writing to the Association's President, to exercise that 
owner(s)/member(s) voting, officer, and director rights under ARTICLES III, IV, and V, until such 
designation is revoked in writing to the President.  The designated "Person” shall be an adult at least 18 
years of age.  Such designation does not increase the number of votes of any owner(s)/member(s) under 
Section 2. above." 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
MEETINGS 

Section 1.  Annual Meeting: 
A. Date:  The annual meeting of Association members shall be conducted at Gilbert Lake on the 

Saturday closest to the Fourth of July each year. If the Fourth of July falls on Wednesday, the 
Board of Directors, by majority vote, will decide on which Saturday to hold the meeting. 

B. Quorum:  Members holding one third of the votes entitled to be cast shall constitute a quorum.  
Each Association member that has paid currently the annual dues for the forthcoming year 
following the annual meeting shall be entitled to cast the number of votes indicated in Article 
III. Section 2 one vote. 

C. Special Meeting:  A special meeting may be called by directors or by 25 or more Association 
members.  

D. Notice:  Notice of the time and location of the annual meeting and any special meeting of 
members shall be given not more than 50 and not less than 10 days in advance. 
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ELECTION:	
This	year	the	President	and	Water	Safety	Director	positions	are	up	for	election.		The	Board	will	nominate	a	
slate	of	candidates	for	the	open	positions,	and	nominations	will	also	be	accepted	during	the	Annual	Meeting.	
	
AMAZON	SMILE	DONATIONS:	
The	Association	has	registered	to	be	an	approved	non-profit	that	can	receive	donations	from	Amazon	for	
purchases	made	at	smile.amazon.com.	Since	last	fall,	we	have	received	$300	in	donations	from	Amazon	Smile.	
If	you	shop	on	Amazon	and	haven’t	used	this	feature,	it’s	an	easy	and	free	way	to	support	the	Association.	
Amazon	Smile	has	the	same	Amazon	products,	prices,	and	shopping	features	as	amazon.com.	Go	to	
smile.amazon.com	and	enter	Gilbert	Lake	Advancement	Association	Inc.	in	the	box	that	says	“Or	pick	your	
own	charitable	organization.”	Click	the	“Search”	button	and	then	click	“Select”	next	to	Gilbert	Lake	
Advancement	Association,	Inc.	You	can	also	use	this	link	to	go	directly	to	the	lake	association	on	Amazon	
Smile:	https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1867026		Click	“Yes,	I	understand	that	I	must	always	start	
at	smile.amazon.com	to	support	Gilbert	Lake	Advancement	Association	Inc.”	Then	go	to	smile.amazon.com	
and	do	your	Amazon	shopping,	and	½	of	1%	of	all	of	your	Amazon	purchases	will	be	donated	by	Amazon	to	
the	Association.	If	you	are	supporting	another	charitable	organization	on	Amazon	Smile	and	want	to	change	
to	supporting	the	lake	association,	you	can	do	that	by	logging	in	to	Amazon	Smile,	choosing	“Your	Account,”	
then	“Your	Amazon	Smile”	and	then	click	on	“Change	Charity.”	Please	let	us	know	if	you	have	any	questions.	
	
EURASIAN	WATERMILFOIL	UPDATE:	
The	Association	has	worked	for	many	years	to	control	the	growth	and	spread	of	Eurasian	watermilfoil	
(EWM),	a	non-native,	highly	invasive	aquatic	plant	that	crowds	out	native	vegetation	and	spreads	rapidly.	In	
previous	years,	the	Association	contracted	with	a	lake	management	consulting	company,	Cason	&	Associates,	
to	treat	the	larger	milfoil	beds	with	2,4-D,	a	systemic	spot	herbicide.		
	
Last	fall,	the	EWM	survey	by	Cason	&	Associates	found	10	EWM	beds	ranging	in	size	from	.02	acres	to	.67	
acres,	with	nine	of	the	beds	at	depths	between	3.0	feet	and	4.5	feet	and	one	small	bed	at	6.0	feet,	for	a	total	of	
1.9	acres.	This	compares	with	2.8	acres	in	15	locations	the	prior	year.	
	
This	year,	the	DNR	did	not	approve	our	permit	application	for	chemical	treatment	of	the	beds.	They	feel	that	
these	smaller	localized	spot	treatments	are	not	effective	in	the	long-term	in	controlling	the	density	or	extent	
of	the	EWM	beds,	despite	what	we	believe	has	been	our	success	in	keeping	EWM	under	control.	Going	
forward,	the	DNR	will	only	approve	the	application	of	a	contact	herbicide	for	individual	EWM	beds	that	
exceed	two	acres	in	size	and	that	include	only	EWM,	and	no	native	plants,	because	the	contact	herbicide	kills	
all	aquatic	plants	in	the	area.	In	addition,	they	will	likely	require	the	use	of	limno-barriers	(basically	curtains	
in	the	water)	to	cordon	off	the	treatment	areas.		
	
Therefore,	there	will	be	no	chemical	treatment	and	no	treatment	cost	this	year,	but	we	may	face	a	
significantly	higher	expense	in	future	years	if	the	milfoil	spreads.	We	will	have	Cason	&	Associates	do	a	
survey	in	the	fall	for	EWM	and	will	compare	the	results	to	prior	years.	
		
In	2017	and	2018,	we	contracted	with	divers	for	hand-pulling	of	milfoil,	and	this	method	was	effective	in	
reducing	the	size	of	a	number	of	the	EWM	beds.	We	are	currently	looking	at	options	for	hand-pulling	with	
paid	divers	and	a	few	volunteers,	and	an	estimate	for	this	expense	has	been	included	in	the	budget.	
	
BUDGET	UPDATE:	
We	increased	member	dues	to	$50	for	2020	in	large	part	because	of	the	cost	of	EWM	treatment.	The	Board	is	
electing	not	to	reduce	the	dues	at	this	time	to	cover	the	cost	of	hand-pulling	and	so	that	we	can	build	up	a	
balance	in	our	bank	account	in	case	the	treatment	cost	is	significantly	higher	in	the	future.	We	will	continue	
to	revisit	the	status	of	our	EWM	control	measures	and	our	dues	each	year.	
	
LAKE	MANAGEMENT	PLAN	UPDATES:	
Healthy	Lakes:	The	Association	applied	for	and	was	awarded	a	Healthy	Lakes	Grant	in	2020,	and	eight	
Association	members	are	participating	with	a	total	of	16	projects,	including	rain	gardens,	lakeshore	native	
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plantings,	infiltration,	and	diversion	projects.		The	DNR	provides	75%	of	the	funding	for	these	projects	(up	to	
$1,000	per	project).	
	
Updated	Lake	Management	Plan:	In	order	to	continue	to	receive	grant	funding	from	the	DNR,	we	are	
required	to	update	our	Lake	Management	Plan	every	five	years.	Our	current	plan	was	developed	in	2015	and	
2016	and	was	adopted	in	2016.	Many	of	you	participated	in	the	development	of	the	plan.	The	Board	will	
begin	looking	at	the	current	plan	this	summer	with	the	goal	of	developing	an	updated	plan	by	2021.	You	may	
be	asked	to	serve	on	a	Lake	Management	Plan	sub-committee,	working	on	a	section	of	the	plan.	Please	let	
any	Board	member	know	if	you	are	interested	in	being	involved.	
 
Purple	Loosestrife:	In	2018,	Gilbert	Lake	was	added	to	the	list	of	lakes	with	purple	loosestrife.	As	the	DNR	
was	surveying	the	lake	for	zebra	mussels,	they	spotted	several	purple	loosestrife	plants	just	south	of	the	dock	
at	the	public	landing,	nestled	among	the	willows.	This	is	an	incredibly	invasive	plant	that	can	take	over	entire	
shorelines	and	crowd	out	healthy	native	vegetation.	Last	summer,	an	invasive	species	specialist	from	Golden	
Sands	RC&D	worked	with	us	to	remove	the	flowering	heads	so	that	the	plants	would	not	spread,	and	this	
summer,	that	specialist	will	dig	up	and	remove	the	plants.	Here	is	a	photo	of	the	plant	in	bloom.		

	

	

	

Plants	grow	from	3	feet	to	10	feet	tall,	with	an	average	height	of	5	feet.	Each	mature	plant	can	produce	up	to	
2.7	million	seeds,	and	the	seeds	can	stick	to	boats,	waders,	and	hunting	and	fishing	gear.	If	you	notice	any	
purple	loosestrife	anywhere	near	the	lake,	please	contact	Karen	Reynolds	or	any	Board	member.	

ADVISORY	POSITIONS:	
The	Board	created	two	(2)	one-year,	non-voting	advisory	positions	for	two	association	members	who	will	
receive	Board	communications,	attend	meetings,	and	provide	input	to	the	Board	on	any	matters.		In	addition	
to	participating	in	Board	activities,	another	goal	of	these	positions	is	to	generate	interest	in	GLAAI	Board	
operating	activities	with	the	possibility	of	becoming	a	director	or	officer	in	the	future.		Bob	Portschy	and	John	
Collins	have	held	these	positions	for	the	past	year,	and	both	are	willing	to	serve	for	another	year.	If	you	
would	be	interested	in	an	advisory	position,	please	contact	Karen	Reynolds.	
	
MEMBERSHIP	DUES	-	Dues	Payments	Are	Tax-deductible:	
Because	the	lake	association	is	a	501(c)(3)	organization	and	because	we	meet	the	criteria	set	forth	in	IRS	
regulations,	your	dues	payment	to	GLAAI	is	considered	to	be	a	tax-deductible	charitable	contribution,	which	
you	can	use	if	you	itemize	your	deductions.		In	addition,	any	contribution	that	you	make	to	the	organization	
above	and	beyond	the	dues	payment	is	also	a	tax-deductible	charitable	contribution.	
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Reminder	-	all	membership	dues	($50	for	2020)	must	be	paid	by	Labor	Day	or	you	will	not	continue	to	
receive	the	newsletters	or	email	communications	from	the	association	and	your	name	will	be	removed	from	
the	road	sign	if	applicable.	As	noted	above,	you	can	fill	out	the	form	included	with	this	newsletter	and	send	it	
to	GLAAI	c/o	Bill	Miland,	3001	N.	McDonald	Street,	Appleton	WI	54911,	drop	it	off	at	the	home	of	Karen	
Reynolds,	or	pay	online	using	a	credit	card	or	PayPal	at	https://gilbertlakewis.org/dues-and-donations/	
	

COMMITTEE	REPORTS	
2020	FISH	REPORT:		Chuck	Koehler	–	Director,	Fish	Enhancement	
WANTED	DEAD	OR	ALIVE	!	
An	anonymous	donor	has	offered	a	one-time	$300	cash	prize	to	the	FIRST	Lake	Association	Member,	or	
member	of	their	family,	who	catches	a	Rainbow	Trout	by	hook	and	line	in	Gilbert	Lake	over	25	inches	Long	
on	or	before	October	31st,	2020	and	sends	a	picture	and	witness	statement	to	Chuck	Koehler	at	
skoe2020@aol.com	by	November	1,	2020!	
	
Next,	I	spoke	with	Ken	Campe	from	the	DNR	in	April	for	an	update	on	the	Northern	Pike	size	limit	reduction	
supported	by	the	We	Really	Kare	Fishing	Club	that	regularly	stocks	fish	in	Gilbert	Lake.	Ken	told	me	there	is	
some	DNR	support	for	removing	the	minimum	26"	size	limit,	south	of	highway	10,	on	many	larger	lakes	in	
Waushara,	Waupaca,	Marquette	and	Portage	Counties	including	Gilbert	Lake.	There	was	never	any	lake-by-
lake	study	done	to	establish	this	arbitrary	size	limit	boundary	nearly	3	decades	ago	when	it	was	imposed	in	
the	first	place,	that	our	local	fish	biologist	David	Bartz	could	determine.	
	
The	spring	hearings	in	2021	will	probably	have	this	matter	on	the	agenda	for	vote	by	DNR	officials,	according	
to	Ken	who	is	Dave	Bartz's	supervisor.	It	has	taken	so	long	because	of	many	environmental	and	other	more	
pressing	issues	the	DNR	has	been	dealing	with	according	to	Ken.	He	also	explained	the	first	vote	favoring	this	
size	reduction	a	couple	years	ago	was	from	the	public	representatives,	not	the	DNR	rule	makers.	
Nothing	can	be	certain,	and	there	are	a	number	of	possibilities	of	what	the	rule	change	could	be.	
For	example	only,	one	of	the	possibilities	could	be	a	5	fish	daily	bag	limit	with	no	minimum	size	limit.		
If	the	spring	vote	is	in	favor	of	a	rule	change,	the	rule	making	body	could	put	this	into	effect	as	early	as	2022.	
	
Beyond	that,	send	your	fish	contest	photos	and	measurements	to	skoe2020@aol.com	by	June	30.	Interesting	
fishing	stories	and	fish	pictures	are	also	welcomed.	Remember	to	put	Christmas	trees	under	your	piers	for	
habitat,	and	if	any	of	your	dying	shoreline	trees	fall	in	the	water,	you	will	do	the	fish	a	big	favor	by	leaving	
them	where	they	fall.	
	
I'm	checking	with	Dave	Bartz	about	starting	a	narrow	rock	bed	ridge	in	the	water	along	the	west	shoreline	of	
our	property	for	habitat,	food	production	and	spawning.	Ken	Campe	liked	the	idea	if	done	right	with	the	
proper	permits.	It	would	be	located	far	from	the	watersport	lanes	of	travel.	
	
Three	different	landowners	have	reported	schools	of	3	to	6	fish	about	15	inches	long	under	their	piers	in	
early	spring,	and	each	time	they	have	been	identified	as	white	suckers.	Dave	Bartz	confirmed	that	species	by	
viewing	a	video	this	spring.	A	near	dead,	but	plump,	21"	Rainbow	Trout	was	pulled	from	the	surface	the	last	
week	of	May	by	Chris	Milne.	The	cause	of	death	is	unknown	but	occasionally	there	have	also	been	dead	Bass,	
Northern	Pike,	Walleye,	Cisco	and	panfish	rising	to	the	surface	and	washing	ashore	over	the	past	many	years,	
so	there	is	no	reason	for	alarm	in	my	opinion	based	on	one	dying	trout.	
	
Several	years	ago	Long	Lake	stocked	Muskies,	and	now	their	panfish	population	has	been	reduced	
significantly	according	to	Dave	Schultz	who	has	been	on	Long	Lake	with	his	family	for	over	50	years.	He	
regrets	that	decision	and	recommends	against	it	for	Gilbert	Lake.	
	
WRK	fishing	club	did	not	do	any	stocking	in	Gilbert	Lake	this	spring	due	to	COVID-19	concerns,	and	they	have	
not	yet	determined	if	fall	stocking	will	be	possible.	
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WATER	&	BOATING	SAFETY:		Ross	Richards	–	Director,	Water	&	Boating	Safety	
	
Sailboat/Paddleboard/Canoe/Kayak	Regatta	
A	silver	lining	of	high	water	and	no-wake	is	a	wide-open	lake	for	sail	and	paddle-craft.		So	join	us	Friday	July	
3rd	at	2pm.		All	sailboats,	paddle-boards,	canoes,	kayaks	are	welcome.		This	one	is	different	from	any	in	the	
past.		It’s	a	long	distance	regatta.	Start	at	the	northwest	end	of	the	lake,	near	little	turtle	bay,	between	a	motor	
boat	and	red	“hoppity-hop	ball”.		Then	sail	or	paddle	to	the	other	end	of	Gilbert.		This	will	test	your	
seamanship,	speed,	endurance	and	navigational	skills.		OK,	it’s	not	the	Chicago	to	Mackinac,	or	TransPac	Race	
but	it’ll	be	fun!	We	will	have	two	starting	sequences	for	safety.		The	first	for	Sailboats	about	2pm	and	second	
shortly	thereafter	for	paddle	craft.		We	will	provide	you	a	three,	two,	one	minute	whistle	countdown	to	
prepare,	followed	by	a	long	whistle	to	start	each	fleet.	We	will	record	finishes	at	the	other	end	of	the	lake	by	
the	Public	Landing	in	Turtle	Bay	across	from	Little	Gilbert.	
	
Boating	Safety!	
On	a	sobering	note,	we	are	reminded	to	wear	or	at	least	have	a	life	jacket	on	our	boat,	water	or	paddle	craft.	
Not	only	because	it’s	the	law,	subject	to	a	fine,	but	to	save	lives.	Did	you	see	the	Kennedy	heiress	and	her	8-
year-old	son	who	drowned	in	the	Chesapeake	in	April?	The	son’s	ball	blew	into	the	water,	they	jumped	in	the	
canoe	to	retrieve	it,	but	then	the	wind	kept	them	from	returning	home.		I	see	too	many	paddle	vessels	
without	a	Personal	Flotation	Device	PFD	which	is	required	onboard	too.	
	
Lessons	from	the	Lake!		
A	neighbor	on	the	lake	was	sailing,	and	capsized	in	a	puff.	The	boat	“turned	turtle”	meaning	all	the	way	over	
so	the	sail	and	mast	are	out	of	sight	and	the	bottom	of	the	boat	makes	it	look	like	a	turtle	shell	on	top	the	
water.		After	struggling	for	a	half	hour	to	flip	it	right-side	up,	and	running	out	of	energy,	fortunately	a	
neighbor	saw	what	happened	and	came	out	in	a	motor	craft	to	assist.	What	a	heads-up	move	by	a	good	
Samaritan.		So	when	you	see	something	that’s	not	quite	right	or	very	wrong,	say	something	to	others,	
properly	equip	yourself,	and	go	out	of	your	way	to	check	on	the	situation,	and	maybe	save	a	life.		
	
A	Final	Note	-	Frequently	forgotten	is	to	avoid	slow	cruising	between	docks	and	rafts.	How	easy	to	miss	the	
kids	swimming	from	their	dock	to	their	raft	right	under	the	water	surface.		
	
See	you	safely	on	the	lake,	and	call	Ross	Richards	if	he	can	help	you	rig	your	boat,	or	if	you	have	questions	
about	the	regatta	at	847-772-7559.	Thank	you!	
	
WATER	QUALITY	REPORT,	Spring	2020:		Ellen	Anderson	–	Director	of	Water	Quality	
The	primary	concern	for	Gilbert	Lake	users	is	the	water	level.	The	past	few	years	have	had	a	dramatic	effect	
and	would	skew	the	data	if	averaged.		So,	rather	than	show	an	average	of	the	past	five	years,	the	graph	below	
compares	each	of	those	years.		The	mean	average	was	used	for	each	month.		Be	aware	that	some	months	vary	
as	much	as	half	a	foot.		2017	was	close	to	what	we	had	considered	in	the	past	as	normal.		2018	started	a	bit	
lower,	but	had	a	steady	increase	throughout	the	year.		2019	began	much	higher	and	only	increased	to	levels	
which	resulted	in	the	Springwater	Town	Board	declaring	us,	as	well	as	the	rest	of	the	township,	a	No	Wake	
lake.		As	you	can	see,	2020	is	only	continuing	this	recent	trend.		As	of	June	3,	the	reading	was	at	an	all-time	
high	of	1.9	feet	from	the	top	of	the	pipe,	taken	after	a	rainstorm.			This	is	a	reminder	that	the	measurement	is	
taken	from	the	water	level	to	the	top	of	the	pipe.		The	lower	the	number,	the	higher	the	water.	I	don’t	know	
about	you,	but	I’m	hoping	this	year	doesn’t	follow	the	pattern	of	the	last	two	years.		The	increased	rain,	along	
with	less	need	for	agriculture	to	irrigate	through	high	capacity	wells	which	share	our	water	table,	directly	
affects	our	levels.		
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Water	clarity	has	historically	been	a	second	point	of	interest	for	our	members.		It	is	determined	by	lowering	a	
secchi	disk	into	the	lake	until	it	disappears	from	view	and	then	measuring	that	depth	on	the	attached	cord.		
Unfortunately	2020	is	starting	off	at	the	lowest	level	of	visibility	for	the	past	5	years.		We	can’t	specify	the	
exact	cause	of	this,	but	it	might	have	to	do	with	the	record	high	lake	levels.		Our	average	for	2019	was	9	feet.		
This	is	compared	to	similar	lakes	in	our	area,	which	averaged	10.1	feet.		We	typically	have	rated	the	water	as	
murky	and	green.		This	green	normally	suggests	a	lake	impacted	by	algae.		However,	since	our	chlorophyll	
readings	averaged	less	than	9ug/l,	the	DNR	suggests	our	lake	may	be	impacted	by	another	factor,	such	as	
suspended	marl.	Our	total	phosphorous	average	was	11.1	ug/l.		Lakes	that	have	more	than	20	ug/l	may	
experience	noticeable	algae	bloom.		A	dissolved	nitrogen	test	was	not	able	to	be	done	this	year	as	it	needs	to	
be	taken	soon	after	ice	out.		Shortly	after	the	test	kit	was	delivered,	the	lab	was	closed	due	to	Covid-19.	
Nitrogen	and	phosphorous	are	important	factors	in	determining	clarity.		
	
We	are	still	classified	as	an	oligotrophic	lake.		This	means	we	have	clear	water,	many	algal	species,	and	
oxygen	throughout	the	year	in	deeper	water	with	the	presence	of	oxygen	sensitive	fish.		This	classification	by	
the	DNR	has	us	at	“excellent	water	quality”.		
	
For	more	detailed	information,	go	to	https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/Monitoring.html	
Here,	search	for	Gilbert	Lake.		Data	has	been	archived	for	decades.			

	
Another	point	of	interest	for	our	members	is	often	the	ice	in	and	out	dates.		For	the	season	just	completed	we	
had	ice-in	on	Dec.	12,	2019	and	ice-out	on	April	4,	2020.		This	was	a	114	day	season	for	ice	coverage.		By	
looking	at	the	graph,	you	can	see	that	it	was	a	fairly	average	year	within	the	last	13	years.	2016	was	the	
anomaly	with	a	very	late	ice-in	date	of	Jan.	4,	2015	and	a	slightly	later	ice-out	date	of	March	28,	2016,	which	
resulted	in	only	84	days	of	coverage.	
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SOCIAL	EVENTS	
	

Sailboat/Paddleboard/Canoe/Kayak	Regatta:		Friday,	July	3	
The	regatta	will	be	held	on	Friday,	July	3,	starting	at	2	PM,	weather	permitting.	See	Ross’s	write-up	on	Water	
and	Boating	Safety	above	for	more	details.	
	
Decorated	Boat	Parade:		Saturday,	July	4	at	5:30	PM	
Gilbert	Lake	will	host	its	22nd	Annual	Decorated	Boat	Parade,	starting	at	5:30	PM	on	Saturday,	July	4	in	front	
of	the	Winkel’s	cottage	on	the	north	shore	and	parading	slowly	counter-clockwise	around	the	lake,	or	you	can	
join	as	the	parade	passes	your	pier.		The	rain	date	will	be	Sunday	July	5.		Boats	may	be	decorated	in	any	
manner	you	choose.		Be	creative	and	WOW	the	socks	off	of	Ellen	and	Mark	Anderson	and	family,	who	are	
serving	as	this	year’s	judges!		
	
Sixth	Annual	Gilbert	Lake	Open	Golf	Outing:	
The	annual	Gilbert	Lake	Open	will	be	held	Saturday,	July	18	at	location	TBD	either	in	Wautoma	or	Waupaca.		
If	you	are	interested	in	participating	in	this	fun	event	please	notify	Bob	Portschy	(bobportschy@gmail.com).	
Prizes	will	be	awarded	to	the	top	three	participants	based	upon	the	Peoria	handicapping	system	equating	
players	of	all	skill	levels.	
	
Annual	Craft	Show:		The	craft	show	is	currently	on	hold.	If	it	will	be	held	this	summer,	we	will	send	an	email	
to	everyone	and	post	the	details	to	the	Association’s	Facebook	page.	
	
Summer	Picnic:		Saturday,	August	8	at	6	PM.	The	summer	picnic	is	tentatively	scheduled	for	6:00	p.m.	on	
Saturday,	August	8	at	the	home	of	Tom	and	Karen	Reynolds,	W5724	S.	Gilbert	Lake	Road.		Tom	and	Karen	
have	offered	their	yard	for	this	informal	opportunity	for	everyone	to	socialize	and	get	together	with	other	
folks	on	the	lake.		It	is	a	BYO…bring	your	own	chairs,	plates,	utensils,	napkins,	drinks,	and	a	dish	to	pass.	
	
Christmas	Party:		Saturday,	December	5	at	5	PM	
Karen	and	Tom	Reynolds	plan	to	host	this	year’s	Christmas	Party	on	Saturday,	December	7	at	5	PM	at	their	
home,	W5724	S	Gilbert	Lake	Road.	More	details	will	be	included	in	the	Fall	Newsletter.	
	

MISCELLANOUS	REPORTS	
	

Fireworks:	Karen	Reynolds	
Before	planning	a	fireworks	display,	please	contact	Everett	Eckstein,	Town	Chairman,	for	the	required	
permit.	Here	is	information	from	the	Wisconsin	State	Statues:	“A	person	who	possesses	or	uses	fireworks	
without	a	valid	permit,	or	who	sells	fireworks	to	a	person	who	does	not	have	a	valid	permit,	is	subject	to	a	
forfeiture	of	up	to	$1,000	per	violation.”	Wis.	Stat.	§	167.10(9)(b).	Each	firework	illegally	possessed,	used,	or	
sold	may	be	a	separate	violation.		The	Board	recommends	that	you	report	any	violations	to	the	sheriff’s	office.	
	
Gilbert	Lake	Clothing,	Gear,	and	Glassware	Sales:	Florence	Dittle	
We	are	excited	to	announce	that	we	have	a	new	local	supplier	for	clothing	and	gear	this	year,	lower	prices	
on	all	items,	and	several	new	items	including	fleece	vests,	full	brim	hats,	beanies,	aprons,	tank	tops,	and	
more	windbreaker	options.	We	are	using	the	same	brands	as	in	previous	years,	when	available,	such	as	the	
Gildan	t-shirts	and	sweatshirts,	with	several	new	brands	like	Port	Authority	for	the	new	items.	All	are	of	
excellent	quality.		

The	catalog,	order	form,	and	color	chart	are	posted	to	the	Store	page	of	the	website	at	
https://gilbertlakewis.org/store/	In	addition,	forms	will	be	available	on	the	back	porch	of	Florence’s	
home	at	W5507	N.	Gilbert	Lake	Road.	

Please	deliver	your	order	form	and	check	to	the	box	on	Florence’s	back	porch	by	Sunday,	July	19.	
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In	addition,	we	will	once	again	be	taking	orders	for	Gilbert	Lake	etched	glassware	–	
stemmed	wine	glasses,	stem-less	wine	glasses,	mixed	drink	or	“rocks”	glasses,	pint	or	
water	glasses,	and	beer	mugs.	And	we’ve	added	glass	coasters	with	stand	and	coffee	
mugs	as	options.	Order	forms	and	checks	need	to	be	placed	in	the	box	on	Florence’s	
back	porch	by	the	deadline	of	Sunday,	July	19.	Contact	Florence	at	fdittle@gmail.com	
or	312-459-4041	if	you	have	any	questions.	You	can	print	the	form	from	the	website	at	
https://gilbertlakewis.org/store/	.		In	addition,	forms	will	be	available	on	the	back	
porch	of	Florence’s	home	at	W5507	N.	Gilbert	Lake	Road.	

	
Map	Sales:	Mark	Anderson	
Laminated	Gilbert	Lake	property	maps	will	again	be	offered	for	sale	in	two	sizes:	
	
8.5	x	11	inches		 $10	
18	x	24	inches	 	 $15	
	
Order	both	for	 	 $20	
	
Send	form	and	check	made	payable	to	GLAAI	to	Mark	Anderson,	7809	Wildlife	Trail,	Middleton	WI	
53562.	Order	forms	are	available	on	the	website	at	https://gilbertlakewis.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/15/2020/06/Laminated-Map-Order-Form.pdf	
	
Gilbert	Lake	History:	Bob	Portschy		
Perhaps	some	of	you	remember	a	publication	entitled	GILBERT	LAKE	HISTORY	from	2011	produced	and	
edited	by	Lynne	Darner.	This	was	the	Third	Edition	of	this	publication.	It	contained	11	stories	from	GLAAI	
members	covering	topics	from	how	the	lake	may	have	gotten	its	name,	how	some	individuals	and	families	
came	to	the	lake	and	their	early	recollections	in	those	days,	The	Banchee	of	Gilbert	Lake	(which	was	
published	in	the	Chicago	Tribune	Sunday	edition	in	January	1964),	history	of	the	Stone	Lodge	and	Camp	
Timberloft.			
	
I	thought	it	would	be	interesting	to	reproduce	Lynne’s	writing	regarding	lake	water	levels	from	that	Third	
Edition	in	contrast	to	what	we	are	all	seeing	currently:	

	
“IT	ALL	STARTED..	
Because	of	falling	lake	levels.	In	2006	folks	were	afraid	Gilbert	Lake	would	never	be	the	same	again.		
While	this	is	true	–	the	lake	is	always	changing	–	it’s	worth	noting	that	when	the	water	levels	do	go	
down,	they	do	go	up	again.	
	
The	low	water	levels	did	seem	worrisome,	but	I	remembered	a	time	when	they	were	lower.		In	fact,	I	had	
a	picture	of	such	a	time.		My	canoe	was	way	out	of	the	water	on	the	beach,	and	our	raft	anchor	–	a	flat	
stone	that	never	moves	–	was	entirely	out	of	the	water.		In	2006	the	rock	was	still	under	the	water,	if	only	
just.	
	
I	thought	it	might	be	interesting	to	gather	other	pictures	of	that	low	water	time,	in	part	to	reassure	lake	
friends	that	the	water	level	would	probably	rise	again.”	

	
So	if	any	of	the	readers	are	interested	in	penning	some	memories	of	your	time	here	at	Gilbert	Lake	and	
perhaps	some	pictures	of	low	water	times	while	you	are	hunkered	down,	I’d	be	happy	to	post	those	to	the	
newsletter	or	a	separate	publication	to	members.	In	Lynne’s	booklet	the	individual	stories	were	around	250	
to	350	words	long.	Send	them	along	to	Bob	Portschy	(bobportschy@gmail.com).	
	
Obituaries	–		
Joanne	Cochrane	-	It	is	with	deep	regret	we	announce	the	passing	of	Joanne	Cochrane	on	September	30,	
2019.	Gilbert	Lake	was	a	special	place	for	Joanne	for	more	than	50	years.		Her	family	and	lake	friends	will	
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miss	her	greatly.	
	
Mary	Rotolo	–	With	great	sadness,	we	regret	to	announce	the	passing	of	Mary	Rotolo	on	October	19,	2019,	in	
Florida.	
	
Ruth	Meyer	-	With	great	sadness,	we	regret	to	announce	the	passing	of	Ruth	Meyer	on	December	20,	2019	in	
Lake	Geneva.		Ruth	was	a	former	Gilbert	Lake	resident.	
	
Dori	Wine	-	Former	member	Dori	Wine	passed	away	on	March	18,	2020.		She	had	been	ill	for	a	while	due	to	
several	strokes	she	suffered	over	the	past	few	years.		Dori	and	her	husband	Bruce	had	a	place	on	Talaki	Trail	
before	moving	permanently	to	Florida	several	years	ago.			
	
Suzy	Bell	-	97	years	old,	passed	away	on	March	20,	2020.		Suzy	enjoyed	coming	to	the	lake	for	approximately	
75	years,	permanently	residing	here	for	many	years	with	her	late	husband	Hank	Bell.	Suzy's	two	children,	
Cindy	Sleyko	and	Chip	Bell,	as	well	as	their	families	are	current	lake	members.			
	
How	to	get	in	touch	with	a	GLAAI	Board	member:	
Name	 Phone	 	 Name	 Phone	
Karen	Reynolds	 715-258-8433	 	 Marcus	Granado	 312-256-3149	
Bill	Miland	 920-731-4251	 	 Diane	Collins	 847-533-2696	
Ross	Richards	 847-853-9458	 	 Ellen	Anderson	 608-345-9604	
Chuck	Koehler	 920-734-9221	 	 	 	

	
	

Have	a	safe	summer!	
Bob	Portschy	

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please	review	these	minutes	from	the	2019	Annual	Meeting,	as	they	will	be	reviewed	and	accepted	at	the	
2020	Annual	Meeting.	

GILBERT LAKE ADVANCEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday, July 6, 2019 
 
The meeting of the Gilbert Lake Advancement Association, Inc. was held in the yard of President Karen Reynolds, 
W5724 S. Gilbert Lake Road, on Saturday, July 6, 2019 beginning at 9:30 AM.  The welcome table with handouts 
and tellers for payment of dues were available beginning at 9:00 AM. 

Call to Order/Approve Agenda – The meeting was called to order by President Karen Reynolds at 9:31 AM, and 
the agenda was approved.   

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT – Karen Reynolds, Marcus Granado, Diane Collins, Bill Miland, Ellen 
Anderson, Chuck Koehler, Ross Richards 

ATTENDANCE – 121  

MINUTES OF 2018 ANNUAL MEETING – Diane Collins reported that the minutes from last year’s annual 
meeting were shared on the website and in the spring newsletter.  A motion to approve the minutes was made, 
seconded and approved unanimously. 

TREASURER’S REPORT– Bill Miland gave the Treasurer’s Report 
 
GLAAI 2018-19 Actual Income and Expenses 
           $4,435.00      
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Beginning Balance (July 1, 2018)                              

  
Income (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)                              
Member Dues and Friends of Gilbert Lake $ 3,300.00  
Donations          $    970.00  
Fish Fund Donations                         0 
Clothing and Glassware, net of expense           $    710.70  
Craft Show                         0 
Map Sales          $    190.00  
Miscellaneous          $      14.23    
Total Income         $  5,184.93  
  
Expenses: (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019)  
Fishing Club Donation $     200.00 
Fire Department Donation $    250.00 
Non-stock Corp Annual Fee $      10.00 
Printing, Postage, Website      $    423.24 
Milfoil Management - 
  Chemical Treatment        (A) 
  Manual Removal       $    386.00 
  Township Reimbursement     $   (910.80) 
  Fall Plant Survey and Treatment Permit       $    695.00 
Watershed Council Dues       $      25.00 
Wisconsin Lakes Association       $    315.00 
Summer Picnic       $      84.40 
Liability Insurance    $    319.00 
Water Testing Supplies   $      72.75 
Lakes Conference       $      70.00 
Miscellaneous Expense       $      11.45 
  
Total Expenses  $ 1,951.04 
  
Income Less Expenses $3,233.89 
 
Ending Balance (June 30, 2019)     $7,668.89 (A) 

  
Checking Account Balance        $      58.24 
Savings Account Balance   $  7,610.65 

(A) Milfoil chemical treatment bill in the amount of $6,466 is owed by GLAAI. 

Note:  Healthy Lake Grant money totaling $758.29 was received and disbursed to Grant participants. 

Bill commented that the majority of our income comes from dues and donations, sale of lake apparel and glassware 
and lake maps.  Expenses involve donations to We Really Kare Fishing Club and Saxeville Fire Department, 
printing and website costs, Wisconsin Lake Association dues and insurance, with the largest item that drives our 
expenses being the cost of milfoil treatment.   
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Bill explained that our bank balance is high because we did not have sufficient money in our account to pay the 
$6,466 milfoil invoice when it had to be paid in order to apply for reimbursement from the Township for half of the 
chemical cost.  The cost of milfoil treatment was three times the average cost over the last ten years, four times what 
it cost last year.  We had not budgeted for this high amount in our 2018-19 budget, and our bylaws do not allow us 
to pay more than what was budgeted. One of our board members paid the bill for milfoil treatment and we need to 
reimburse this person with 2019-20 funds.  We will discuss further when we review the 2019-20 budget. 

A motion to approve the treasurers report was made, seconded and the report was approved by all. 

NEW MEMBERS – Karen Reynolds introduced the new Members and Friends of Gilbert Lake who were present 
at the meeting –Mike and Jeannie Meronk and Steve and Nichole Schick. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Audit Report – Wes Klages reported that on June 25th the Audit committee met and reviewed the GLAAI financial 
records for the past year.  He commented that meticulous records were kept, everything was in order, and all 
expenditure were appropriate.  
 
Fish Enhancement 

§ Fish Contest – Chuck Koehler reported that we had more entries in the Fish Contest this year than ever 
before.  Entry is simple – just send Chuck a picture of the fish and the length via email to 
skoe2020@aol.com by late June and you are entered in the contest.    

      2019 Winners are as follows: 
Blue Gill     Elise Kernen 9”; Simon Ryba 8 ¾”; Adalie Ihde 6” 
Perch          Blake Ihde 8” 
Crappie       Ryan Lenz 12”; Jacob Kernen 11” 
Sun Fish      Blake Ihde 7 ½”; Elise Kernen 7” 
Large Mouth Bass   Ryan Lenz 18”; Ron Stevens 16” ;  Sarah McKay Cochrane 15 ½” 
Walleye       Jacob Kernen 25” 
Northern Pike    Chuck Koehler 32”;  Jacob Kernen 30” 

§ Fish Stocking/Habitat Enhancement – Chuck reported that the high water is good for fishing this year.  The 
We Really Kare Fishing Club will stock our lake with crappies and perch this year. The Lake Association 
has no plans to stock fish this year.  We will determine what to stock next year, depending on the plans of 
the Fishing Club.  
 

Water Quality –  
§ Lake Level – Ellen Anderson demonstrated how the lake level measurement is taken. A specially plumbed 

measuring tape is dropped down the DNR-installed monitoring well at the boat landing. This monitoring 
well has provided us with a consistent and verifiable measurement.  Readings are taken from the top of this 
well to the current water level. As the water in the well rises, this measurement decreases.  Levels are being 
tested weekly during the summer months.  The volunteer crew who measure includes Tom Olson, Richard 
Dittle, Tom Reynolds, Dennis Testin, Wes Zuege, Keith Kirchhoff, Dan Minter, Heather Hafferman and 
Gary Clair, in addition to Ellen.  

 
The lowest level over the past two years (highest reading at the monitoring well) was 6.1 ft on April 8, 
2018. By Labor Day 2018 it was up to 4.1 ft.  Around ice out on April 27, 2019, the monitoring well 
measured 3.0 feet; on Memorial Day 2.6 feet, and on July 5, 2019 the measurement was 2.1 feet.  The lake 
is up 2.3 feet since last July.  

 
Karen Reynolds discussed the culvert between Gilbert Lake and the wetlands to the east (Little Gilbert).  



GLAAI	Spring	Newsletter	2020	 15	

There was a 1.3 ft difference in elevation between the two bodies of water on June 3, but recent rains have 
now caused the water to be flowing over the road from the lake into the wetlands, reducing this difference.  
The GLAAI Board still believes that it may be helpful to reinstall the culvert to provide some relief for high 
water. We will work with the Town Board and the Town will work with the DNR to see what can be done. 
Mary Kay Hardwicke asked if the culvert was opened up, could it be closed when the lake goes down. 

 
§ Water Clarity – Ellen showed the secchi disk and how water clarity measurements are taken.  Clarity was 

measured at 15 feet in June, it is now at 6.5 feet.  Last year at this time it was at 7.9 feet.  The average 
dissolved oxygen at 15 feet is significantly higher this July than in past years. We will have to see what 
effect this has on the lake. 
 

§ A blue-green algae bloom was reported along the northwest shore in June and reported to the DNR.  We 
have put pictures on the website showing what a blue-green algae bloom looks like and information about 
any potential health problems it can cause.  This form of algae is always present in the lake.  It can quickly 
grow given the right conditions and then can dissipate overnight. The biggest problems from blue-green 
algae can be respiratory and gastro-intestinal problems.  It is suggested to stay out of the water and to keep 
pets out of the water in the areas where blue-green algae is present.  If you see it, treat it with caution.  
There is no chemical treatment for the algae.  Lake owners can do Healthy Lakes plantings near shore to 
minimize runoff into the lake and avoid any fertilizing of lawn or plants near the shore. 

 
§ Milfoil – There will be no hand pulling of milfoil this year.  There is too much of it, and most beds are too 

deep to pull. 
 
Lake Safety – Ross Richards discussed the following: 

§ It is best to have someone accompany you as you swim across the lake 
§ Swimmers as well as boaters should watch for debris in the lake 
§ A fireworks permit is needed to set off fireworks 
§ Boats should be careful and not go between a raft and the shore 
§ Sailboat race today at 2:00 pm   
§ Regattas have been expanded to include paddleboards and kayaks on calm days 
§ On July 27 and the first week of Aug there may be additional races, weather permitting.  Ross is willing to 

share how to run regattas for the weekends he is not here. 
 

Lake Protection, Rehabilitation & Enhancement –  
§ Karen Reynolds reminded members that the Bylaws state that the protection, rehabilitation and 

enhancement of the lake is the purpose of our organization. 
 

§ Milfoil Treatment – The Fall milfoil survey indicated that 2.8 acres needed to be treated this spring vs 1.5 
last year.  The growing conditions for milfoil were perfect last year, resulting in more growth and more 
chemicals needed to treat the expanded amounts and the increased water depth.   
 

§ High Water Updates  
In addition to Gilbert Lake, Pine, Round, Kusel, Pearl, Big Hills, Big Silver, Little Hills, and Irogami are 
all NO WAKE lakes this year.  Pleasant Lake has decided on voluntary restrictions.  Wilson Lake allows 
wakes because they have an outlet and a weir and they manipulate the water level in their lake. Long Lake 
is currently allowing high speed boating.  Their association is discussing this at their meeting today. 
 
What to do next year – We hope the water level will go down and will continue to monitor and confer with 
other Lake Associations and the Town of Springwater Board.  
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How to protect your shoreline:  Can use sandbags; the sand has to be taken from a source away from lake 
and cannot be dumped back on your shoreline after the water recedes.  Other options include installing a 
Healthy Lakes native shoreline planting or rain garden. Karen showed her rain garden which was partially 
funded with the Healthy Lakes Grant.  There is a sign up for owners who might be interested in a Healthy 
Lakes grant.  Contact Karen if you are interested.  Other options including not raking your hillsides or 
ground near the lake to slow runoff from reaching the lake.  Let native plants just grow.  Riprap can only be 
placed at the ordinary high water mark, which is now under water.  Property owners cannot add riprap now.  
Todd Wahler from Waushara County Zoning Office can be contacted with any questions. 
 
The ordinary high water mark varies by property.  Mark Anderson said that it is where significant trees start 
to grow. Joyce Wage commented that the ordinary high water mark may be marked on your Certified 
Survey Map.  Someone asked if anyone had water in their basement or had their sump pump run 
frequently. Karen replied that some people are starting to experience water in their basements. 

 
§ Lake Management Plan Updates 

• Gilbert Lake was de-listed for zebra mussels in 2018.  While this is good news, we cannot be 
complacent. Long Lake was delisted and now has them again. If you boat on another lake, please 
inspect, clean and drain your boat before returning it to Gilbert Lake. 

• Purple Loosestrife: This is a highly invasive plant that has been seen by the public landing  
Literature is available on this plant on the back table. Please notify any Board member if you see 
purple loosestrife anywhere on the lake. 

• Healthy Lakes Grant 2020 – (sign-up sheet for those interested)  Six homeowners did projects in 
the past.  Projects include diversion, rock infiltration, rain gardens, 350 square foot native shoreline 
plantings, and fish sticks.  The property owner pays for the project up front and then the 
Association submits request to DNR who in turn provides a check to the Lake Association and then 
the Lake Association reimburses the property owner up to 75% of the cost, up to $1,000. 

 
Fund-Raising 

§ Clothing, Glassware – Florence Dittle is in charge again this year.  July 21st is the deadline for orders. Make 
checks payable to GLAAI. 

§ Lake Maps are available for sale in two sizes.  See Mark Anderson. 
§ Amazon Smile is a way to support the Lake Association.  If you sign up, 1/2 of 1% of your purchases will 

be donated by Amazon to the Lake Association at no cost to you.  Information can be obtained on the 
GLAAI website.  You need to sign up at smile.amazon.com and enter Gilbert Lake Advancement 
Association Inc. as your charity of choice (a one-time process) and then shop on smile.amazon.com. 

§ Association members can also contribute through memorial donations in memory of a friend or family 
member or make a general donation.  All donations all tax deductible and a great way to financially support 
the Lake Association.   

 
Social – Karen Reynolds reminded all of the following events: 

§ Boat Parade – Saturday, July 6 at 5:30 PM, starting at Winkel’s on the north shore 
§ Regatta – Saturday, July 6 at 2 PM (weather permitting), on the lake 
§ Golf Outing – Saturday, July 20 at 9:50 AM, Waushara Country Club – sign up today! 
§ Craft Fair – Saturday, July 20, 9AM to 2 PM, at the Clair’s 
§ Summer Picnic – Saturday, August 10 at 6:00 PM (new time) at the Reynolds’ 
§ Christmas Party – Saturday December 7 at 5:00 PM at the Collins’ 
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Annual Budget Approval – The 2019-2020 GLAAI proposed budget was printed on the reverse side of the 
meeting agenda for all to review. The budget sheet shows 2018-19 budget and actuals as well as proposed 2019-20 
income and expenses. 
 

GLAAI Actual Income Expenses and Proposed 2019-20 Budget 
 
Budget Actuals Budget 

Item 2018-19 2018-19 2019-20 

Income (Budgeted beginning in 2018/19): 
Member Dues and Friends of Gilbert Lake  3,200.00 3,300.00      3,250.00  
Donations and Memorials     200.00    970.00           400.00 
Special donations  6,500.00 
Fish Fund Donations net of fish stocking  -  -  -  
Clothing and Glassware, net of expense 900.00 710.70 700.00 
Craft Show - 75.00 
Map Sales 90.00 190.00 100.00 
Signage and interest - 14.23 - 
Total Income 4,390.00 5,184.93 11,025.00 

 
Expenses: 
Fishing Club Donation 200.00 200.00 200.00 
Fire Department Donation 250.00 250.00 250.00 
Non-stock Corp Annual Fee 10.00 10.00 10.00 
Printing, Postage, Website 350.00 423.24 200.00 
Milfoil Management 
  Prior Year's Chemical Treatment (A) 6,466.00 
  Current Year's Chemical Treatment 2,250.00 6,000.00 
  Manual Removal 750.00 386.00 - 
  Township Reimbursement (536.00) (910.80) (2,840.50) 

Fall Plant Survey and Treatment Permit 670.00 695.00 700.00 
Watershed Council Dues 25.00 25.00 25.00 
Wisconsin Lakes Association 310.00 315.00 320.00 
Summer Picnic 85.00 84.40 - 
Liability Insurance 320.00 319.00 330.00 
Water Testing Supplies 35.00 72.75 75.00 
Lakes Conference 155.00 70.00 
Annual Meeting and Miscellaneous Exp 110.00 11.45 
Lake Plan Implementation - - 

 
Subtotal $4,984.00 $1,951.04    $11,735.50 
Contingency 300.00 0 1,000.00 

 
Total Expenses $5,284.00 $1,951.04    $12,735.50 

 
Income Less Expenses ($894.00) $3,233.89 ($1,710.50) 

 
Checking Account Balance 6/30 58.24 
Savings Account Balance 6/30 7,610.65 
Total Cash Balance 6/30 (A) (B) 3,541.00 7,668.89 5,958.39 

 

Notes: 
(A) Milfoil treatment invoice of $6,466 is owed by GLAAI. The 2019 milfoil chemical treatment 
must be approved by the membership at the 2019 Annual Meeting because the cost exceeds the 
amount in the 2018-19 budget. The 2019-20 budget includes a higher figure for chemical treatment 
and a higher figure for "Contingency" compared with the 2018-19 budget. 
(B) Healthy Lakes grant funding of $758.29 was received and disbursed to grant participants 
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The 2019-20 budget reflects reimbursement for the 2019 milfoil cost plus the expected cost to treat in 2020.  The 
Board believes it is important to continue to treat the milfoil with chemicals in order to avoid huge costs of having 
to hire milfoil cutters in future years if left untreated.  

The proposed budget reflects a concerted effort to reduce some expenses such as printing costs, the cost of a 
portable bathroom rental for the annual picnic, etc. in order to help offset the higher costs of milfoil treatment.   

The Board has discussed how to raise sufficient money to cover 2019 and 2020 milfoil costs and would like to   
tackle this in two ways: through dues and additional contributions from Association members.  Our goal for 
contributions this year is to raise $6,500, which would be about $50 per member.  We understand that some people 
will not be able to give that much and others may be able to contribute more.  This can be memorial donations in 
memory of a friend or loved one, or general donations.    

The Board has looked at dues from other local lake associations and found the average dues to range from $20 (plus 
requested donation) to $300.  The GLAAI Board last increased dues in 2014 from $20 to $25 and has voted to 
increase dues to $35 for 2020.  Gary Clair said that our lake association dues are very low and he suggested that the 
dues be increased to $50.  Many members applauded this idea.  The Board will discuss this at the Fall Board 
meeting, make a final decision, and alert members in the Fall Newsletter  

Joyce Wage asked if we check with other milfoil companies about cost. Karen said that we do and that we currently 
use Cason and Associates. Don Keenan said other lakes are also dealing with milfoil issues.  Some lakes do not treat 
milfoil that is deeper than a certain depth.  Karen reported that our deepest bed is at 12.5 feet. Ellen Anderson 
discussed that she and Mark are willing to train people to hand pull milfoil but requests that people do not pull 
unless they have been trained, because pulling can create many fragments which then increase the milfoil beds.  

Wes Klages asked how members should make an additional donation.  Karen explained that members can make a 
donation today or mail it to Bill Miland at 3001 N. McDonald, Appleton, WI 54911, and write on it “Donation” so 
we can track donations versus dues.  Morrie Earnest asked if we are approving a budget that will be in the red.  
Karen explained that if we receive the donations that are included in the budget, we will have over $5,000 in the 
bank at June 30, 2020. Amazon Smile donations will stimulate this budget.  We encourage everyone to sign up for 
the lake association to receive the Amazon Smile donation.  

A motion was made and seconded to approve the budget.  The motion was approved. 
 
Staffing the Board of Directors –Karen Reynolds stated the Board has two Advisory positions who help the Board 
by attending meetings and providing advice but do not vote.  Bob Portschy and Carla Ernst filled these roles in the 
past year.  Bob is interested in continuing in this role but we will need another advisor.  See Karen if you wish to be 
considered for this position. 
 
Karen Reynolds, representing the Board, nominated the following people for three-year terms (2019 – 2022): 
Marcus Granado as Vice-President; Bill Miland as Treasurer; Ross Richards as Lake Safety Director.  Following 
the Association bylaws, Karen asked the membership three times if there were any additional nominations for the 
positions of Vice-President, Treasurer and Lake Safety Director.  There being none, the Board’s nominees were 
elected unanimously. 
 

Other Matters that May Properly Come Before the General Membership 
§ CPR Class will again be offered to Lake Association members and taught by Association member George 

Sladky if there is sufficient interest.  Cost to members is $35.  Possible dates are August 10 or 17.  A sign-
up sheet is available for those interested.  

§ Lake Signs – Some of the lake signs posted in various locations at entrances to lake are in rough shape and 
not easy to read.  The Board has discussed whether we should continue to maintain these since many 
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people use GPS to locate houses on the lake.  We understand there is considerable nostalgia regarding the 
signs, but it requires work to keep them up to date and in good condition.  Karen asked for a show of hands 
if we should keep them.   About 50% of members present indicated they wanted to keep them.  Karen 
asked for a volunteer to maintain them.  Marcus Granado, Jeffrey Bell and George Ernst volunteered for 
this task.  

§ Gary Clair asked procedurally how the dues increase could happen.  Karen responded that    
according to the bylaws, the Board sets the dues.  At the fall Board meeting, the Board will discuss the dues 
increase for next year.  A show of hands indicated that the vast majority of the 121 members present favor 
increasing dues to $50 next year.  

§ Ross Richards discussed the spring no wake vote and what an abstention meant.  He urged members to 
bring their ideas to any Board member. 

§ Mark Anderson got swimmers itch spending time down by boat landing, and it has been reported in other 
areas of the lake.  Bathing immediately after swimming may limit any issues. 

§ The porta potty at the landing is safe because it is enclosed, but we have asked the Town Board to move it.  
[Following the meeting, Karen learned that the company has been unable to service it because they fear 
that their truck will get stuck in the soft sand at the landing. The Town will ask the company to either 
service it or remove it, because having an unserviced portable toilet is not sanitary.] 

§ Joyce Wage asked if we should take a vote about no wake for next year.  Karen Reynolds responded that 
we can’t ask our members to express their opinion until we know the water level next year. 

§ Tom Landgraf asked what the rationale was for the level that was decided this year to take the No Wake 
restriction off.  Karen responded that the Board decided to use the most common reading from last year.  
The Board will continue to monitor and discuss the lake level. 

§ Bruce Cochrane urged other members to consider not taking their boats over to Long Lake to ski or tube, 
believing that it is not fair to cause damage to their lake  

Adjournment:  There being no other business or matters that may properly come before the general membership, 
Karen Reynolds adjourned the meeting at 10:51 AM. 
 
Submitted by Diane Collins, Secretary 
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MEMBERSHIP	DUES	-	GLAAI	
You	can	pay	online	with	a	credit	card	or	your	PayPal	account	through	the	Dues	and	Donations	page	
on	the	website	at	https://gilbertlakewis.org/dues-and-donations/	Alternatively	you	can	drop	off	
your	check	on	the	porch	table	at	the	home	of	Karen	Reynolds,	W5724	S.	Gilbert	Lake	Road,	or	you	
can	mail	your	payment	(checks	made	payable	to	Gilbert	Lake	Advancement	Association	Inc.	or	
GLAAI)	to:	
	
Bill	Miland,	Treasurer	
3001	N.	McDonald	Street	
Appleton	WI	54911	
	
Name	_________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Home	Address	_______________________________________________________________________________	
	
City	_______________________________________________	State	__________________	Zip	_____________	
	
Home	phone	_____________________________________	Cell	phone	_______________________________	
	
Lake	Address	_________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Lake	land	line	(if	any)	_________________________________	
	
Email	_________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
The	above	information	will	be	used	to	update	the	Membership	Roster.	Please	check	here	______	if	
there	are	any	changes	to	your	contact	information.	
	
2020	Annual	Member	Dues:		 	 $50.00	
	
Additional	Donation:		 	 	 ________	
	
Total	 	 	 	 	 	 ________	
	
Please	note	that	both	dues	payments	and	additional	donations	are	tax	deductible	as	charitable	
contributions.	
	


