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GILBERT LAKE ADVANCEMENT ASSOC. SAFE BOATING, SWIM REGULATION HIGHLIGHTS Updated 6/18 

WHAT’s NEW:  When a vessel is towing a person on water skis or other device, the operator must have 

another competent person on board to act as an observer OR must be equipped with a wide-angle 

rearview mirror (this is not recommended for busy lake or novice driver/skier conditions).   And a PWC 

may not tow a person on water skis or other device unless the PWC is designed and recommended by 

the manufacturer to accommodate at least three people…and… a competent observer is on board.  

A. Boating proceeds COUNTER CLOCK-WISE when traveling faster than no-wake on Gilbert Lake.   

B. “SLOW, NO-WAKE SPEED” means a speed at which a vessel moves as slowly as possible, while 

still maintaining steerage.  This is in force on Gilbert Lake from 5:00pm to 10amCT.   

C. Powerboats, sailboats, canoes, kayaks, paddleboards MUST have a wearable, approved, readily 

accessible, appropriate size, Personal Floatation Device (PFD) without rips, tears, broken straps, 

clips for each occupant.  Anyone under age 13 must wear a USCG approved, properly sized PFD 

while underway.  Boats over 16’ must have a throw-able type IV device. 

D. SWIMMING – a swimmer or person floating with an inner tube/device who is more than 200’ 

from shore must be accompanied by a boat having a PFD available for each person in the water.   

E. The speed of all boats must be reasonable and prudent for existing conditions and hazards 

F. It is illegal to operate a vessel in a dangerous way, including but not limited to: 

a. With a person on the bow, deck, side railing/gunwale or top of seat backs 

b. Within 100 feet of the shore, dock, raft, restricted area, at greater than a no wake speed 

c. Additionally a boat towing a skier may not be closer than 100 feet to an anchored boat, 

public landing, PWC, or a swimmer unless the vessel is assisting the swimmer. 

d. Repeatedly operating a vessel circuitously within 200 feet of another vessel or person 

e. At a distance from other vessels or at a speed that exceeds safe and reasonable limits 

given the traffic, weather, speed limits, or boating conditions. 

f. Jumping waves of any vessel towing a person on skis, tube, wakeboard, or device 

g. Overloading beyond the capacity plate of the manufacturer 

h. Creating hazardous waves or wake (consider kayaks, canoes, sailboats, paddle boards) 

i. Steering towards person/object and veering away at the last moment to avoid collision 

j. Under the influence or with a blood alcohol level of .08% or greater 

G. A person under 10 years may not operate a motorboat. If 10-11 only operate if accompanied by 

parent, guardian, or over 18 designated by parent or guardian.  If age 12-15 only operate if 

accompanied as above or has completed WI DNR boating safety course requirements. 

H. Person over 16 may operate a motorboat only if they completed the WI DNR Safety Course.  

However, person born before January 1, 1989 is exempt from the Safety Course requirements. 

I. PWC additional REQUIREMENTS: 

a. Must WEAR a Coast Guard USCG approved PFD either type I,II,III, IV 

b. Operator must attach the safety switch lanyard to person/clothing/PFD if equipped 

c. May not operate between sunset and sunrise. Operator must always face forward 

d. No faster than no wake if 100’ from a vessel, 200’ from shore, 100’ from dock or raft 

e. Under 12 may not operate PWC; if ages 12-15 only completing WI DNR Safety Course   


